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BACKGROUND

Indian cartoonist and Ashoka fellow Sharad Sharma visited Brazil at the end of
2007. He has been using Grassroots Comics as a means for development
communication in South Asia and other part of the globe under the banner of
"world Comics India", organisation he founded. Ashoka India and Brazil team
helped him to collaborate with the Brazilian fellows for the replication of his
methodology in this part of  Latin America.

In November, the collaboration came through. In the beginning of the month
Sharad arrived in Sao Paulo to participate on the Human Rights Colloquium
organized by Conectas Direitos Humanos, organisation run by the fellow Oscar
Vilhena. After getting in touch with Brazilian's reality and discussing about
Human Rights issues with social leaderships from all over the world for one
week, the fellow started teaching his methodology for entrepreneurs' organiza-
tions and meeting other fellows around the country.

The first organization receiving the World Comics was Revista Viração, with
the entrepreneur Paulo Lima, in Sao Paulo. . A few days later Sharad went to
Rio de Janeiro and met two fellows' organizations, Central Unica das Favelas,
of Celso Athayde, and Instituto Promundo, of Gary Barker. The upcoming
workshops happened  in Fortaleza, in collaboration with Daniel Raviolo's
Comunicação e Cultura. There were two workshops, one in the mornings and
one in the afternoons for 14 participants each. There were mostly university
students from different backgrounds participating, all from the Federal Univer-
sity of Ceará.

From the contacts established in the Coloquium, Sharma met Jureada, member
of the Secretariat of Human Rights in Pará State Government. From this meet-
ing resulted the third workshop of Sharad's visit, with 12 social movement
stakeholders in Belem, near the Amazon Forest. Back to Sao Paulo, just a few
days before heading back to India, Sharad still had the breath for one last
workshop. After meeting with Viração to study some possible future projects
together, he went to Museu da Pessoa( Museum of Person), organization
founded by fellow Karen Worcman, and conducted one last one-day workshop
for 14 participants after getting to know their realizations.

Ashoka-Brazil



Bira

Kezia

Massao Carol

William

Vivian

Adriano

DouglasTiago

Ana

Helison

Sharad

Participants of the workshop

Among participants there were members from different non-governmental organizations as Bom
Parto, working with young people with HIV/AIDS; Lua Nova, helping young mothers in social
vulnerability situation and promoting income generating actions; Vhiver Group fighting against
prejudice against people with HIV/AIDS; Mais Diferenças, promoting public policies on physical
deficiencies; Museum of the Person rescuing people's stories; and Casa Foundation (former
Febem) working with criminal teenagers



Paulo Lima, founder
of  Revista
VIRACAO intro-
duced theResource
person from India and
briefed the idea of
visaul communication
to participants and
declared the  work-
shop open

Saturday 10.11.07
Cartoonist and Ashoka Fellow from World Comics India  Sharad Sharma had a meeting
with Viracao staff Carol, Vivian and Ashoka represntative Barbara. A three day plan for the
workshop was chalked out and made necessary audio visual arrangements.



In the first day of the workshop we told the participants about the
 need of grassroots comics in development sector. In this orientation
 we familiarised them that...

the power of grassroots comics lies
on the stories, dialect, local humour,
character and most importantly the
       local artists who make them.

Discussing the India's socio- political
scenario we brought in light the media's
ignorance towards people's issues...

There is over emphasized glorification of
politics and sports. The newspapers and electronic
media do not cater to the common masses so there
                        is a need for alternate media.

We are curious to
know about   this
 alternate media
        and  its
implimentation.



POST-LUNCH
We screened a documentary film 'Swear by the River' which was on girl child right campaign in
India and told about how grassroots comics brought the community participation in the campaign.
Participants learnt about the people's involvement in the campaign

In the ice-breaker exercise they made basic sketches which
were displayed later on.



Their queries were
answered and we
showed them some of
our comics from India.

They were amazed to see all the kinds of issues, variety of drawings and diverse
cultures depicted in the comics.

Furthermore we distributed some Portuguese
language comics manuals to all participants.
These manuals were developed by Leif
Packalen, the chairman of WCF in 2001.

They  identify issues and based on these issues
they formed a story. The stories were read aloud
and comments as well as suggestions shared.

Why are there more
male  workers in the
         campaign?

Post screening they
raised questions like:

      Why people killed girl
          child in India?
Why is there gender
        discrimination?
Why   veil system?



DAY-2

In the morning the participants were introduced to facial expression exercise where they
illustrated various expressions on board.

The session engrossed them so much that they forgot about lunch
until Suzanne forced them to go for a lunch break



We introduced them to another exercise where they were to draw a male and a female.
The drawings depicted their high esteemed perception on women unlike in India when we had done
the same exercise some illustrations of women depicted various misfortune state of women.



POST LUNCH

The participants then sketched faces of
each other and were excited to learn the
art of capturing live human figures.

Now story were ready and participants had good idea of drawing… so we
told them about the development of a visual script.

The rest of the day went busy with all the participants working on script formation.



DAY-3
The visual scripts were checked and the participants
started their final art work.

 The Inking exercise in itself took
so long that the participants
escaped the field testing.

The comics were photo copied distributed and
pasted on walls and the critique session was
initiated where the following major points were
discussed:
" Overall look of the comics
" The story and the message
" Readability
" Title
" The use of black and white



Expectations

In Viração we had the expectation of learning one more form of youth mobilization and knowledge/
information production, so that they could themselves expose their opinions. That's why we though
of the participation of young professionals with different life experiences, actuating in the citizen
sector also in varied areas.
We believe the workshop overcame our expectations regarding the content. Regarding its format,
we suggest that the workshops should have more days (one extra day) so that the information can
be assembled calmly, the comics can be showcased in the streets (for the public) and evaluation.

      FEEDBACK

"Sharing experiences that are so close but so distant geographically is important. What Comics
Power is doing there through one kind of media we are doing here through another one. This
experience exchange is very important to build this other possible society we're already generat-
ing."

Paulo Lima, Revista Viração

"Comics Power brings, through stories told in cartoon, the possibility of impressing and modify-
ing one community where there are matters that involve and influenciate the everyday life. When
they are exposed and debated, stories provoque a mobilization through search for solutions for
these matters.
Thanks to Sharad Sharma's workshop I intent to make workshops with people from the Vhiver
Group, people that life with HIV/AIDS and that have questions to be discussed from their
comics. They will allow us to share the situations that involve us daily individually and among the
society." Camila Pinho, do Grupo Vhiver

"I liked the course. It is very interesting but could have been done in less time. I intent to apply it
with my work as an educator in places like Casa Foundation

    Ubirajara Fonseca, da Viração

"It was a very interesting experience. Discovering something new and artistic gifts was very
enrichening for my work. At Bom Parto we attend many young people. During the year we
promote many workshops in different segments. Next year the comics workshop will be one of
them."
Ana Teresa, educadora do Centro de Educação e Documentação sobre Adolescer Vivendo
com o Vírus HIV (Cedoc)

"It was a wonderful experience. I already knew about comics power but not so practically and
clearly. I intent to take the comics to Viração's quotidian and find ways of including them in our
projects."      Carol Lemos, Revista Viração

"I always loved cartoons and drawing so for me it was more than gratifying to exercise this
sleepy side and having the opportunity to wonder new working possibilities with young people.
My great will is to make news with comics at our ViraJovem News Agencies that last longer. I
think they'd love the idea." Vivian Ragazzi, Revista Viração



Partnership's next steps

After the workshop Viracao's team gattered with Sharad and presented proposals of future
partnerships. Following is the basic plan :

- Comics Course for young people living with HIV/AIDS
Partners: Centro Franciscano de Luta Contra a Aids (Cefran) and Bom Parto
Already have resources for that
Date: to be defined

- International Women's Day - 08/03
Weeks before we will promote a workshop with women's groups to showcase the comics
on Women's Day.
Partners: Instituto Patrícia Galvão (Pagu), Geledes (Mulheres Negras), and others

- National Virajovens
We will program to think of the possibility of multiplying the methodology for all 18 Young
ditorial Councils throughout Brazil
Date: to be defined

- Mural Journal
We already decided to include the methodology “Comics Power” of utilizing comics stories
as social mobilization at the project Literary Mural Journal in Schools and network of school
mural journals.
Date: after march/2008

- Translation of the manual for Brazilian Portuguese
Date: january/2008

- Contact of Viração with NGOs in Índia and Mozambique
Sharad will send contacts of organizations that work with young people in these countries

- Exchange
There are two exchange possibilities: one is the director Paulo Lima going to Índia and
meeting Sharad's work in dept and other NGOs working with youth. The other is for profes-
sionals from Viração participating in the next TOT (Training of Trainers), to be held in
october next.




























