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BACKGROUND

A group comprising of children living on the margins in Pakistan visited
India in 2004 and that was my first time, when I had the opportunity to
interact and work with those, who belonged to Pakistan. During their trip
to India, I travelled along with them in train from Mumbai to Kolkata and
then from Kolkata to Hyderabad. While travelling I helped them to trans-
late their ideas, thoughts and stories in a comics form. It was an exhila-
rating experience, when for the first time I was conducting a workshop in
a running train. Children made comics on peace, communalism and on the
issues abounding them.

I visited Kathmandu [Nepal] on the invitation of 'Save the Children' in
2005, and got another opportunity to work with the children from Pakistan
at a workshop attended by South Asian participants.  Even during comics'
workshops in UK in 2005, I interact, train and work with Pakistani origin
people. In 2006, at a workshop organised in Sri Lanka, there were partici-
pants from Pakistan, whom I trained.  During Mumbai's World Social
Forum and Delhi's India
Social Forum, I had
chance to meet Pakistani
friends.

All these years I had a
deep desire to visit Paki-
stan and work with the
aam avaam (general
masses) of the country. To
fructify the desire into a
reality, it took two long
years. During my journey to
Pakistan, my friend Bittoo
Bikewallah accompanied me.
He had an important mission
in this trip to locate his
ancestor's house in
Rawalpindi, who migrated
to Delhi during partition.

Sharad Sharma
Drawing by Nabeela, an underprivileged girl from Pakistan. In this drawing she
requests PM Manmohan singh to invest money in education and health of the
children instead of arms.



Participants of the Workshop

Our team
" Nusrat Sheikh , Peace Activist
" Farah Malik, Programme Officer, Insan Foundation
" Bittoo Sondhi,  Activist and  Biker,Dream on Wheels
Facilitators
Nida Shams, Graphic designer & photographer and
Sharad Sharma, Cartoonist, World Comics India



Post to the discussions on 'Grassroots Comics', participants were showed
'Dariya Ki Kasam', a 20-minute visual documentation on a campaign
launched for Girl Child Rights. The documentary film gave participants an
idea that how comics in India had been used to initiate a debate and build
up a campaign against a serious malaise like female foeticide.

Day One
27. 12. 2006
General Introduction

Participants introduced to
Grassroots Comics

Workshop Schedule

Post to the film, partici-
pants were shown a slew
of comics' wall posters
and comic strips on Girl
Child Rights Campaign to
make them understand
the efficacy of
Grassroots Comics and
people's participation in
the campaign. The viabil-
ity and cost effectiveness
of the medium like com-
ics was also discussed.



This done, participants were led through the process of sketching, by
drawing out a character line by line, followed by the attendees repeating the
strokes on their sheets.





Once the sketching was complete, participants were asked to narrate about
the issue for which they feel strongly about it. The issues raised were:

Eve teasing
Education
Child Labour
Violence on Children
Peace March
Sexual Harrashment
Women Rights
Lack of entertainment for Youth
Distribution of canal water in-
-Southern Punjab
Honour Killings
Early marriages
Gender Discrimination
Unemployment
Religious Intolerance
Rights of Nomads

All of the participants read their story, one by one story while others
were asked to give their observations on it.



Day Two, 28.12.2006
Started with facial expression exercise

Breaking story into parts

Visual Scripting

Body
Posture
exercise



Day Three 29.12.2006

Finalising visual Stories Special effects

Measurement for final art work

Finishing Touch & Inking



Critical Appreciation

Everyone at the workshop
was of the opinion that
comics drawn by Adnan
Sattar was visually most
attractive one. Even the story
was depicted in most profi-
cient manner through four
panel comics' format. As the
artist had drawn in an un-
usual style so it caught the
attention of the readers.
Interestingly, this participant,
who drew it approached me,
few hours back and told that
he would not be finish his
comics since he doesn't
know how to draw charac-
ters, which seem to be realis-
tic. Then, he showed us
comics drawn by Asim
Sindi, a fine art student.

 To encourage him he was
shown whole slew of comics made by people just like him, after having at-
tended a workshop similar to this one. By doing so, and telling him that the
comics were made by people like him, he was them into a frame of mind con-
ducive to looking at a sketch or cartoon as a representation of what one had
seen or perceived. Finally, he agreed to finish his comics.
I wish he could have been present during the last session to hear the comments
on his own comics.

Publication and Dissemination
To carry forward the material among the masses, Resource Person then led the
participants to information and inputs that are important and paramount in the
attempt to bring out a well laid out and informative comics wall posters. They
also dwelled on precautions one has to take while going for mass printing of
such posters. Further, these posters can also be converted into comic strip
shape and supplied to newspapers, magazines, NGOs newsletters etc for dis-
semination.



Farah Malik , Programme Man-
ager, Insan Foundation: I had no
idea that Comics can be ever asso-
ciated with word "Grassroots" even
when we invited Sharad Sharma
from India but I knew that this is
something which World Comics In-
dia is using as a means of self ex-
pression. My main interest was that
somebody will come from India and
this will again help to strengthen peace. Also we don't have many comics in
Urdu but this workshop helped us to produce many in our language.
We are planning to take this idea further, we will train school and college stu-
dents to draw similar comics on their issues. Also if these comics are made on
peace issue it will leave more impact on people.

M. Mushtaq, Founder, Insan Foundation: Whenever somebody comes from
India it is always talk of the town. But the tool world comics brought along with
them is something new that even when you will be back everybody will talk
about it and use it. Even I welcome more and more people from India to bring
such interesting ideas to this country.

From The Hosts

Nusrat Sheikh, Peace Activist: We have been awaiting Sharad for a long time in
Pakistan. I was first impressed and inspired by World Comics India when I saw
our Pakistani children expressing and drawing their own experience in India. I
personally believe that this is a powerful way of getting your message across in a
simple manner. Local problems or issues are raised by local people reaching out
to local people and groups again. Being trained by an Indian, a so called 'for-
eigner', made no difference at all to us but rather made us feel ‘at home’. We
learnt a little bit of Hindi words from him, and he knows now quite a bit of Urdu
words, too. I hope that Sharad will keep coming to Pakistan and inspire more
people.

Nida Shams, Co Facilitator: Talking lines, talking eyes and talking stories of a
common man of my country this is what I experienced during this workshop. An
experience I never had before. I am really grateful to World Comics India to
provide me this opportunity to work as a facilitator in this Comics Workshop. It
was a rare chance to learn from the participants as well who shared their real life
stories with great enthusiasm. I am sure this new mode of expression will help
common people of Pakistan to address their issue in future as well. Sharad's hold
on local issue was good as if somebody living in Lahore since ages.



Participants' Feedback
Mansoor Akhter  [Activist]: On many of the issues it's quite difficult to express
our opinion but it's easier to depict it through drawing. In our area, malaises like
unmatched marriage and child marriage. Even, we have to confront chronic
problems like water scarcity. I would make comics on these issues.  Our trainer,

who came from India
are people like us, only
a border between the
two countries have
made a difference. I am
glad to be trained by a
trainer from India. I feel
that the both of our
countries are wasting
money on arms. Rather
I wish that money spent
on arm soon should be
spent on development
of both the countries.

Urooj  [Student]: In this workshop I got a new medium which could be adopted
to bring fore the issues. Illiteracy has emerged as a big problem. Also now I use
comics and I am sure, no one will mind. In my story, I have tried to raise the
problem of eve teasing.

Muhammad Musa [Student]: In the workshop we were imparted how we can
use the medium of comics for communication. In my story I covered one of the
problems, which we face in our college. Certainly, it could be addressed
through the medium of comics.

Mehar Safdar Ali , [Peace Activist]: While
working on India-Pakistan peace initiatives I
realised that during our campaign there were
many delicate issues on which it was difficult to
speak directly on them. But during the 3-day
workshop I learnt that Comics could be used as
tool for bringing the issues to the fore in a very
intelligent manner. For us it was a good oppor-
tunity that somebody arrived from India to
share the technique with all of us. We need
similar such training in other part of the country.



The Result: Shazia is married at the tender age of 2 years. When she is grown up her spouse
sneers at her and brands her ugly. Exasperated at such insult, Shazia wants to get rid of her spouse by
divorcing him. But the spouse does not retract rather his sadism comes to the fore when he says that
she can't divorce as does not have the right to divorce.Story and Art by Adnan Sattar, Activist



Shareefa :Chaudhury (Village head) breaches in the canal water and changes its direction for his selfish
interest. It affects the peasants of the village. Shareefa, one of the peasants takes up the matter to the
Canal Department and attempts to lodge a complaint against the Chaudhury, but fails to do that. An official
with the Canal Department categorically states that a lone complaint by Shareefa won't prove the fact that
Chaudhury is blocking the water for his own benefit. Shareefa mobilises other peasants to stage a protest
against the Chaudhury. In the meanwhile, Chaudhury's hatchet men report it to him about the anger brewing
up against him. Before the peasants taking up cudgel against him, he opens up the canal water for
them.Story and Art by Ayyaz Gull, Activist



 Its not yet late:Mehak, a girl, expresses her desire for studies to her mother and she wants to go to
school like her brother. But her mother strongly objects to that saying that girls are not allowed to go to
school. Incidentally, one day Mehak sees a photo of Baji Sakeena, daughter of a village woman in a
newspaper who has become a doctor. She shows it to her mother. It inspires Mehak's mother, she goes
and buys book for her daughter and tells her that she would attend the school, next day. Story and Art
by Ashraf Meerza, Architect



 Give it a thought :Story and Art  by: Mahar Safdar Ali (Peace Activist)







Tit for  Tat:Mahrooh, a young college going girl, whenever she comes out to go to her college,
boys tease her. A woman in her neighbour witnesses that and lies to her father that Mahrooh
dates with the boys. Reacting to that, Mahrooh's father prohibits her daughter for going to
college. Next day, the same woman's daughter is teased by the boys in her way to school.. Story
and Art by Urooj Hayee, Student



Who is to blame ?: A child goes late to the school because his bike got punctured on the way. The
teacher does not believe him and punishes him in front of the class and uses abusive language. The
child narrates this to his mother but she justifies the teacher's act and holds her ward responsible for
it. Ultimately he runs away from the school and joins the gang of runaway children to toil as a child
labourer. Story and Art by Sitara Bano, Theatre Artist



Who's Offence???:Ahmed, as a male has all the right to date with a girl but puts all restrictions on
her sister. One day, when she is goes out to fetch water, Ahmed warns her not to talk to anyone
otherwise she had to face the repercussions. While on her way after filling up water, she stops to tell
the way to a stranger. One of the villagers happens to see that and informs it to Ahmed by distorting
all the facts. Infuriated at that, Ahmed attacks his sister and kills her in the name of 'honour'.   Story
and Art by Asim Sindhi, Activist



Courage :A girl desires to get enrolled in a school.  Her parents reciprocate by getting her admitted
in a school. Daily, her father takes her to the school and brings her back to home. After her school-
ing, when she goes to college she is teased by the boys on her way to college. Stomaching such
humiliations, she continues her education. As an outcome to her perseverance, she completes her
education and gets a good job. Now she is financially strong taking care of parents.   Story and Art
by Asifa Bashir, Activist



Whirlpool:   Uzma, a young girl is left at lurch when her father divorces her mother and marries
another woman.  Her aunt takes her to the city promising her a job. Happily, she accompanies her
aunt hoping that she would be enrolled in a school. But the aunt treats her like a maid burdens her
with all household chores. Even she gets her a job of domestic maid in a neighbouring house. What-
ever she gets as a wage she gives it to her aunt. It increases the greed of her aunt, now she wants to
get her son married to Uzma. So that she can double up as maid and earning member of the family.
Pushed to such pitiable condition, Uzma asks her when she would be able to live a life of her own. .
Story and Art by: Momina Dar,  Activist



Listen to me: A boy tries to talk to his father but he rebukes, without even listening to him. Even he
attempts to speak to his mother but she does the same. Then, he requests his teacher to listen to him
but he thrashes him without hearing to him. In his way back to home at a fit of rage he kicks off a cat
reacting to the treatment meted out to him by his parents and teacher.Story and Art by: Farah Malik,
Activist



Hanging at lurch:A young man migrates to a big city from his village with a desire to earn money and
marry a rich girl. After earning good money, he proposes a girl for marriage. Prior to the marriage, she
makes a visit to his house and refuses to marry him as he belongs to village. Then, the young man
regrets for wasting three years in city and leaving his village. Story and Art by Malik Mohammad
Qasim Hussain , Activist





Rupee :A boy does not want to go to school. His mother gives him money for going to school.
When he grows up he gets a high position job where he doesn't perform his official duties without
taking bribe.Story and Art  by Mansoor Akhtar, Activist



Negligence:Father does not want his daughter to continue her studies as he thinks that primary
education is too enough for a girl. One day when father suffers from cough he takes out one bottle,
which he thinks to be a cough syrup. Suddenly the daughter sees and stops her father and says that the
bottle contained poison but not the cough syrup. Father realises his mistake and assures her to con-
tinue studies .Story and Art by Bushra Alvi



Comics Exhibition
Civil Junction, Islamabad
Islamabad was in holiday mood when we entered there on 31st
December2006. Everybody was busy with Eid preparation.
Shops were closed and roads were empty and remained so for
next 4 days. Nida being a graphic designer herself knew how to

work in such situation. She manage to find few half
shutter open shops where we could get few print outs
and bought some stationary.
The venue for exhibition was "Civil Junction", an alter-
nate cafe near Jinnah Super-central market of Islamabad.
Started by an activist by nature Arshad Bhatti this place
Civil Junction was made available to us for free.
Exhibition was open at 2.30 pm on 4th January. At least
30 people from grassroots activists to artists attended
the opening ceremony. Mr. Ashfaq Saleem Mirza draws
two human figure one of a fat man and the other of thin
he wrote Ruler on first and People on second and de-

clared exhibition open.
Local TV News chan-
nels, newspapers cov-
ered the event.
The exhibition and the
work were very well
received by the local
NGOs and individuals in
Islamabad. We got
many invitations to run
similar workshops in
other part of the coun-
try.



Bolti Lakeerain: Indo Pak People’s Comics

The exhibition was divided into four broad categories.
" People's Comics Pakistan- Comics produced in Lahore Workshop
" People's Comics India- Comics produced in various workshops in India
" Campaign Comics Posters - Comics posters on Girl Child Right Cam

paign
" Cricket for Peace- Comics developed by underprivileged children from

 Pakistan during their visit to India in 2005

The Nation, 5 Jan,2007



Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata, Bangalore, London ,Sunday, January 07, 2007

Pak, India youngsters show comic power
By OUR PAKISTAN CORRESPONDENT
Islamabad, Jan. 5: A unique exhibition of comics featuring illustrations by Pakistani and Indian young-
sters, held here on Thursday evening, attracted a large number of people.
The exhibition, jointly organised by the Insan Foundation, World Comics India (WCI), Civil Junction and
Pakistan-India People's Forum for Peace and Democracy (PIPFPD), showcased numerous comic
illustrations by people who never had a wide audience.
The exhibition, entitled "Bolti Lakeeren (Talking Lines)", was highly appreciated by viewers. The draw-
ings exhibited were diverse in theme but simple in texture. They also showed that people otherwise cut
off from hard core politics were concerned about vital issues like nuclear weapons, drugs, politics,
terrorism and Indo-Pak tension. Some of the illustrations brought to the fore interesting social issues, like
veils, underage marriages, hazards of smoking, illiteracy and the sub-continental desire for a male heir in
the family.
Also termed "comic power", the illustrations are a handy tool for advocacy and their simplicity is a bonus
as they are free of the traditional complexities of ideals and philosophies. Sharad Sharma of the WCI
said the drawings were part of visual communication comics that cross all borders of language and
creed as a means of communication to bring to light problems from the grassroots level.
Mr Sharma said all comic figures exhibited were made and contributed by youngsters of India and
Pakistan. "Bolti Lakeeren is an effort to teach skills to the unheard segments of society to air their issues
and concerns through simple drawings," he said.
Mr Sharma, a young Indian who left professional journalism, has been conducting workshops to teach
activists and common people with little formal training in illustration and story-writing, to use comics as a
means of communication. Mr Sharma who has already conducted a training workshop at Lahore to train
local activists, believes common people can use mediums to portray their issues.



World News
Indian cartoonist highlights issues common to the subcontinent in Islamabad
Islamabad, Jan 5: The World Comics India (WCI) has organised an exhibition of comics in Pakistan,
where comic wall posters highlight issues common to the subcontinent and help perpetuate social
change in the region.
The exhibition was inaugurated here last evening.
Sharad Sharma, a cartoonist from Jaipur, is the man behind the show and acts as a facilitator to
people who point out issues through their drawings. "The basic idea is to create a people's media
because comics cross all borders of language and creed," the Daily Times quoted Sharma as saying.
Titled "Boltey Lakeerain", the exhibition will continue for the next three days and has on display
several comics drawn by people from India and Pakistan covering subjects such as alcoholism,
education, health and gender-equity.
The WCI regularly conducts workshops in India's Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu, Assam and Mizoram
besides other countries like Sri Lanka, Nepal, UK and Finland.

"We have conducted 150 workshops in India that use comics as a communication medium and impart
skills to women functionaries and activists," says the 34-year-old Sharma.

He added: "Our comics speak a language that the WCI, in association with World Comics Finland,
has channelled as an easy-to-learn skill for Indians who have stories to tell, issues to raise and
information to highlight. It has always been our effort to encourage people with no formal training in
illustrations and story-writing to use comics to express their issues and ideas," he said.

Initiated in 1995, the venture has begun to pick up after years of hard work. "It was difficult in the
beginning because people thought, 'Who would be interested in such a thing?' and it took us 10 years
to get where we are today," Sharma said.
--- ANI

Nawa-i Waqt, Islamabad, 5January,2007



Lahore Exhibition
Bakhtiyar Labour Hall

We arrived at Lahore on 8th January afternoon by taxi from Islamabad
and reached directly to Insan Foundation office at Johar Town. It was
decided that we will stay at their office guest house for rest of the
period. After our police station ritual we went to put up the exhibition at

Bakhtiyar Labour Hall at Nisbat Road - a right place for the leftists.

The exhibition was open from 10am -6 pm on 9th January. It was vis-
ited by many students, activists, media persons and artists. Many
workshop participants themselves were present at the venue to explain
their work.



'Bolti Lakeeren' Indo-Pak
comics exhibition Jan 09

LAHORE  ( 2007-01-08 16:39:35 ) :
An exhibition of Indo-Pak peoples'
comics titled 'Bolti Lakeeren',
complemented with a talk by Delhi
based cartoonist Sharad Sharma, will
be held here on January 9 (Tues-
day).

These cartoons are the result of a
workshop led by Sharma earlier in
December here which was partici-
pated by a number of children and
adults, said Farah Malik, programme
manager, Insaan Foundation which
organised the event.

While talking to APP on Monday,
she said the topics featuring in the
comics are the issues which were
considered important by the partici-
pants of the workshop.

The one-day exhibition, earlier held
in Islamabad in December 2006, will
be held here at Bakhtiar Labour
Hall. The cartoonist S.Sharma would
lead a talk about concepts of
grassroots comics on the occasion.Daily Express,

Lahore,10Feb,2007,

The Daily Pakistan, Lahore,10Feb,2007, The Daily Times, Lahore,10Feb,2007,

Dawn, Lahore,10Feb,2007

Exhibition in Lahore Newspapers



Insan Foundation
Insan Foundation Pakistan is a non profit organization formed in 1990 by a group of university graduates.
The fundamentalist motive behind its formation at that time was to bring about change in the deteriorat-
ing condition of the child rights in factory area, Ghazi Road, where the organization started working.

At the outset, the main thrust of the organization was to provide education to the children involved in
the workforce. The organization was partly motivated by the belief that poverty and poor educational
system were the main causes of child rights violations. Later, however, as the horizon of the vision
expanded realizing that the denial of children's rights is basically a political issue, the organization felt
that imparting critical consciousness through transformational education, undertaking advocacy cam-
paigns and training of human rights activists, teachers and children were the most crucial areas should
the issue be addressed holistically and effectively. Now with more than ten years down the road, Insan
Foundation is a thriving organization working at the national level with the programs including educa-
tion, alternative curriculum development, training and peace campaign.

Insan Foundation
P.O. Box 5236, Lahore, Pakistan
Office Address: 4, B-3, Johar Town, Lahore, Pakistan
Phone: +92-42-5202100, 5202101, Fax: +92-42-5202102,
E-mail: insan@insanpk.org

World Comics India

World Comics India (WCI) is artists, media persons, social activists and grassroots journalists collective.
WCI has emerged from a wide variety of backgrounds to formulate a social movement that identifies
comics as a powerful tool to perpetuate social change. Workshops organized for NGOs and activists
have fetched manifold returns. Numerous grassroots activists and people with little formal training in
illustration and story writing have used comics to express their issues and ideas.

As a powerful medium of visual communication comics cross all borders of language and creed. They
speak voluminously a language that WCI, in association with World Comics Finland has channeled as an
easy to learn skill for people who have stories to tell, issues to raise and information to highlight. WCI
has worked with, educational institutes, media persons and NGOs/grassroots organisations working for
the environment, women, population, HIV/AIDS, peace and human rights amongst other issues.

WCI conducts workshops in Sri lanka, Nepal, Pakistan, UK, Finland, Africa and 22 states in India,.
Centering upon issues like gender-equity, alcoholism, education and halth. These workshops have made
effective use of comics as a communication tool and imparted skills to women panchayat functionaries
and activists. What is amazing to us and very heartening is that after this exposure to the making of
comics participants immediately began printing their own little comics books and wallposters! These
have been immensely popular with local people and are sought after. Easy to produce these little low-cost
photocopied booklets and posters are distributed at village centre points and meeting places.

WCI has printed comics anthologies, bulletin, reports, posters and manuals. Please also visit our website

www.worldcomicsindia.com
www.worldcomics.fi

Sharad Sharma
B-20-S, Delhi Police Apartments
Mayur Vihar Phase-1,Delhi-91, India
+91-9811702925
email: mail@worldcomicsindia.com


